
  APPROVED

MINUTES 
of the 

89th Annual Meeting 
of 

Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District 
held on 

September 15, 2018 
at the Quonochontaug Grange 

5662 Post Road (Route 1) 
Charlestown, RI 02813 

I.  Call to Order & Opening Remarks 

The Moderator, Randy Thornton, called the 2018 Annual Meeting of Quonochontaug 
Central Beach Fire District (QCBFD) to order at approximately 10:03 a.m.  He asked the 
Clerk, Tom Wildman, if a quorum was present or represented by proxy.  The Clerk certi-
fied that a quorum was present or so represented and that timely notice of the meeting 
and the accompanying materials required by the by-laws had been sent to the Eligible 
Voters. 

Randy then led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

He next requested a moment of silence for the following residents who had passed away 
since the District’s last annual meeting:  Anita Bennett, Bob Beach, Don Collins, Mike 
Kraynak, Shelagh O’Neill and Lonny Rowe.                               

Randy invited any new residents in attendance to stand and introduce themselves.  The 
following new residents introduced themselves and were welcomed with a round of ap-
plause: Lisa Furnivall who, with her husband Jim, purchased 55 Bay View Road; Antho-
ny Flint who, with his wife Tina Cassidy, purchased 35 Lucas Avenue; and Joan Gordon 
who, with her husband Harrington, purchased 338 West Beach Road. 

Noting that the District relied heavily on volunteers, Randy expressed special thanks on 
behalf of the District to the following persons who were stepping down from positions of 
leadership:  Charlie Freedgood, retiring Board member and chair of the Finance and 
Budget Committee; Katherine Huntington, retiring Manager of Special Events; and Ceil 
McCulloch DeMaio, retiring Assistant Treasurer.  Randy also thanked those who were 
stepping up to fill the positions being vacated. 



Before moving on, Randy stated that the Quonochontaug Historical Society invited all in 
attendance to visit their archives on the lower level of the Grange Hall immediately after 
adjournment of the Annual Meeting and noted that there would be an informal picnic on 
the beach at lunch time. 

II.  Approval of Minutes of 2017 Annual Meeting  

The Clerk asked if there were any questions or comments on the draft minutes of the 
2017 Annual Meeting of the District. There were none and a motion was made that they 
be accepted and approved as presented.  The motion was seconded and passed by the 
combined vote of those in attendance or voting by proxy. 

 III.  Reports of Managers 

Randy noted that the various QCBFD Managers appointed by the Board of Governors 
were listed in the Agenda for the meeting and that written reports of most of the Man-
agers had been included in the packets sent to voters in advance of the meeting and were 
also posted on the QCBFD website.  Randy then invited each of the Managers present to 
supplement or comment on his or her report if he or she so desired.   

Brewster Blackall, Manager of the QCBFD Marina, reminded those present that District 
residents and guests do not have the right to use any boat launching facilities off of Sun-
set Avenue other than the QCBFD boat landing.  If a boat is too large for the QCBFD 
landing, the public landing at the end of West Beach Road should be used. 

Brewster also commented on the continuing efforts being made to clear and organize the 
boat landing and storage area and indicated that another boat rack might be added.  Brew-
ster invited anyone with suggestions on how to organize the area  to talk to him. 

IV.  Committee Reports and Motions    

 Randy noted that written reports of each of QCBFD’s four standing Committees     
 were included in the packets sent to the voters in advance of the meeting and were also  
 posted on the website.  He asked each Committee Chair to elaborate or comment on his  
 report as he wished. 

Long Range Planning.  Tom Farrell, Chair of the Long Range Planning Committee, stated 
that the committee would soon conduct an electronic survey of residents in order to de-
termine projects and activities on which the the community wished to focus.  The survey 
will be sent to residents on the eMail blast list, and anyone not receiving eBlasts is en-
couraged to have his or her name added to the list. 
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Public Works.  Vinny Reppucci, Chair of the Public Works Committee, thanked the 
committee members and other volunteers who help maintain our roads and water system.    
Vinny made special mention of the extraordinary contribution to those efforts made by 
George Prior. 

Vinny stated that our water system and supply are currently in good shape.  He said that 
on the recommendation of the committee, the Board of Governors had approved a rule 
prohibiting the use of District water for pools.  He then made a motion to adopt the fol-
lowing resolution: 

 Resolved, that the following rule approved by the Board of Governors be  ratified  
 and confirmed:  “The use of District water to fill and maintain pools (other than  
 small children’s pools) is prohibited.” 

In conclusion, Vinny reminded residents to shutoff the water supply to their house when 
it is not occupied.  

Finance and Budget.  Charlie Freedgood, Chair of the Finance and Budget Committee, 
thanked committee members for their contributions and noted that the proposed 2019 
budget had been distributed to residents.  He commented briefly on the proposed budget 
and the District’s outstanding loan and available line of credit.  He remarked that our fire 
protection expense is continuing to rise and that this is likely to continue.   

In response to several questions about the reasons for our rising fire protection costs, 
Charlie explained that under our contract with Dunn’s Corners Fire District, our cost de-
pends both on the total Dunn’s Corners budget and how the aggregate assessed  valuation 
of QCBFD properties compares to the assessed valuations of other properties covered by 
Dunn’s Corners.  If, as has been the case in recent years, the assessed value of QCBFD 
properties increases more than does the assessed value of other properties served by 
Dunn’s Corners, our share of the Dunn’s Corners budget will rise.  Charlie said that both 
the Shelter Harbor and Shady Harbor fire districts are in similar situations.  Randy com-
mented that while we are understandably concerned about the rising cost of our fire pro-
tection, we receive very good service from Dunn’s Corners. 

In response to another question, Charlie indicated that the reserves for our water system 
are increasing because of the possibility that we might have to spend hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars or more if at some point we need to access additional or alternative 
sources of water.  Vinny noted that we do not currently think that such expenditures are 
likely to be required in the next two years or so, but we continue to monitor our water 
supply closely. 
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Charlie then moved, one at a time, the following two resolutions, each of which was sec-
onded and passed by the combined vote of those in attendance or voting by proxy: 

Resolved, that the 2019 budget, including an approximate $306,110 in Tax Rev-
enue (4% above 2018), as approved by the Board of Governors, be adopted and 
approved. 

Resolved, that the electors of the Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District qual-
ified to vote in the District Meeting legally assembled on September 15, 2018, 
hereby order the assessment and collection of a tax on ratable property of said 
District in the sum of no less than $305,110 nor greater than $307,110.  Said tax is 
for ordinary expenses and charges for the interest and indebtedness in whole or 
part of said District and for the purposes authorized by law.  The Assessors of 
Taxes shall assess and apportion said tax on the inhabitants and ratable property 
of said District as of the 30th day of June 2019 at 12:00 noon, according to the 
law, and shall on the completion of the said assessment date, certify and sign the 
same and deliver the same to the Collector of Taxes on or about the 1st day of 
August 2019.  The Collector of Taxes, on receipt of said assessment, is hereby 
commanded to proceed and collect said tax on the persons and estates liable there-
for.  Said tax shall be due and payable on or before the 30th day after the date of 
certification by the Assessors of Taxes, and all remaining unpaid balances after 
such due date shall carry interest until collected at a penalty rate of 12% per an-
num upon such unpaid taxes. 

V.  Election of Officers, Tax Assessors & Board of Governors 

In the absence of Nancy Matthews, Chair of the Nominating Committee, Kate Thornton 
presented the nominations of the committee (which consisted of Nancy, Kate and Mike 
Divney).  Kate explained that after the committee’s original nominations had been mailed 
out, the nominee for Clerk withdrew so the committee modified its proposed slate to 
nominate the incumbent Clerk, Tom Wildman, for re-election and not for election as an 
Assistant Clerk.  A copy of the proposed slate, as so modified, is attached to these min-
utes. 

Kate then moved the following resolution which was seconded and passed by the com-
bined vote of those in attendance or voting by proxy: 
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            Resolved:  that the modified slate of Officers, Tax Assessors and members of the 
Board of Governors for the 2018-2019 year proposed by the Nominating Commit-
tee be elected. 

VI.  Proposals to Restrict or Impose a Minimum Fee for the use of Recreational  
         Properties   

Randy reported that some have expressed a concern about a perceived unfairness that re-
sults from the owners of lots with low assessed values using the District’s recreational 
facilities, including the beach parking lot and boat landing facilities, while paying very 
low district property taxes.  Randy stated that there are 9 lots in the District with low as-
sessed values because they are too small to build on. These lots are sometimes referred to 
as “sliver lots” and Charlestown zoning rules prevent the creation of additional such lots. 

We understand that similar concerns in both Weekapaug and Shelter Harbor have caused 
those districts to take action, but in different ways.  Our understanding is that Weekapaug 
has decided to require a minimum payment of $450 (including district property taxes) in 
2019 from property owners who wish to use certain district facilities, including beach ac-
cess.  Shelter Harbor is reportedly going to limit the use of certain facilities to owners of 
houses and their guests.  Randy said that he has asked Tom Frost and various others to 
gather background information that might help the Board of Governors decide whether to 
recommend any change to the QCBFD policy of providing beach passes and boat stickers 
to all property owners without regard to the amount of taxes paid.  In the meantime we 
will watch to see how the policies adopted in the other districts work. 

In response to a question, Randy said that the taxes paid on the 9 lots that he had men-
tioned ranged from about $38 to $96.   Tom Frost noted that if we were to implement a 
minimum $450 requirement similar to Weekapaug’s, 21 properties would be impacted 
based on the amount of property taxes paid in 2017; however, for various reasons it is 
likely that fewer than half of the owners would elect to pay the additional fees and the 
likely revenue gain for the District would be only about $2,500.   

VII.  Ratification of Certain Actions  

A motion was made to adopt the following resolution which was seconded and passed by 
the combined vote of those in attendance or voting by proxy: 

            Resolved, that each and all of the resolutions, acts and proceedings of the District 
Officers, Committee Chairmen and Managers, as shown by their respective 
records, in carrying out and promoting the purposes, objectives and interests of 
the Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District, be and the same are approved, 
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ratified and hereby made the acts and deeds of the Quonochontaug Central Beach 
Fire District.  

VIII.  Other Business 

The Moderator asked if there was any other business for consideration.  There was none 

 IX.  Adjournment 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed, and 
the Moderator adjourned the meeting at approximately 10:55 a.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas R. Wildman 
Clerk, Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District 
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    Attachment to Minutes of 2018 Annual Meeting of QCCBFD 

 Revised Report of the Nominating Committee to the Electors of 

Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District 

At meetings duly noticed and called, held on July 31, 2018, and September 14, 2018, the Nomi-
nating Committee nominated the following persons to serve on the Board of Governors for 2018-
2019 and recommends their election by the voters: 

Moderator:  Randy Thornton (for a 3rd year of a three year term) 
Clerk:   Tom Wildman 
Treasurer:  Roberta Peet 

Brewster Blackall 
Tom Farrell 
Al Bartosic 
Tom Frost 
Julie Low 
Jim Mara 
Vincent Reppucci 

The following individuals were nominated to serve (but not as members of the Board of Gover-
nors) for 2018-2019 and the Nominating Committee recommends their election to the voters: 

Assistant Clerk:        Sally Devin 
Assistant Treasurers:      Kathy Alperin (Merchandise Sales) and Julia Mathews 
Tax Assessors:         Kevin Young and Will Carpenter 
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